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The Tennessee Democratic Executive Committee will meet tomorrow, September 13th, to
decide whether to affirm or overturn Senator Rosalind Kurita’s (D-Clarksville) 19 vote win
over Democratic challenger Tim Barnes. Barnes’ attorneys contend Republicans cast ballets
for Kurita during the State’s open primary election. Tennessee does not have party
registration. The outcome of tomorrow’s meeting could shift the balance of power in the state
Senate next year. Senator Kurita voted for Republican Ron Ramsey for Speaker of the Senate
in 2007.

In another development that could affect the state Senate’s partisan balance, the Republican
challenger to Independent incumbent Mike Williams was accused by a county
Republican official of having an extra-marital affair with her.
http://www.knoxnews.com/news/2008/sep/12/affair-allegations-rock-tn-state-senate-race/

Meanwhile, the composition of the U.S. Senate race in Alaska has changed. Alaska’s
incumbent Senator Ted Stevens (R) trails challenger Mark Begich by 2 percent; whereas, in
previous polls, Stevens trailed Begich by 13 percent. Stevens’ federal criminal trial is
scheduled to begin September 24 in Washington, D.C.

New Mexico’s U.S. Senate Race continues to shift too. The Republican candidate, Steve
Pearce, consistently trailed Mark Udall by double digits until a month ago. Within the last
month, Pearce’s gains bring him to within seven points of Udall. Udall continues to poll over
50 percent.
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