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In the Tennessee Senate District 22 battle between incumbent (and write-in candidate)
Senator Rosalind Kurita and challenger (and Democratic nominee) Tim Barnes, Senate
Democratic Caucus, Governor Bredesen and other prominent Democrats held a
fundraiser for Barnes earlier this week. Meanwhile, seven top state Senate Republican
committee chairs threw their support behind Kurita and hosted a fundraiser for her.

The Kentucky U.S. Senate race has been added to the Election Report this week. Recent
previous polls have shown the seat safe for incumbent Republican Mitch McConnell.
However, as the November 4, 2008, General Election draws closer, McConnell’s double
digit lead over Democratic challenger Bruce Lunsford has decreased to statistical
insignificance.

The same threat cannot be said for the U.S. Senate races in Louisiana and Maine.
According to the polls for each race, the incumbents continued to increase the margin by
which they lead over the challenger.

In the open U.S. Senate races in Virginia and New Mexico, Mark Warner’s lead in
Virginia over Republican Jim Gilmore has steadily increased over the preceding three
months. In the New Mexico race, Republican Steve Pearce gained ground over
Democrat Tom Udall from late July through early September. Those gains, however,
quickly eroded, and Udall now shows a sizable lead. In addition, it is reported that the
Republican Senate Campaign Committee has pulled its ads from the race.
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