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On Tuesday October 14th, U.S. District Court Judge Robert Echols dismissed incumbent
Senator (and write-in candidate) Rosalind Kurita’s bid to have her name restored as the
Democratic nominee for the 22" State Senate District. Kurita immediately filed an
appeal with the U.S. Sixth Circuit Court of Appeals in Cincinnati.

Meanwhile, state legislative candidates submitted their third quarter campaign finance
reports. Fundraising in a few state Senate races that could determine which party
controls the Senate next year has been active. As of September 30", incumbent
Independent Senator Mike Williams, who represents Senate District 4, had $59,908.77
cash on hand; Republican challenger Mike Faulk had $67,786.62.

Another race that received substantial funds was within Senate District 12, which was
formerly represented by Senator Tommy Kilby (D-Wartburg). The Democratic nominee,
Becky Ruppe, had $114,509.58 remaining, while Republican nominee Ken Yager had
$176,903.19 cash on hand.

Democratic candidate Randy Camp and Republican candidate Delores Gresham reported
$124,508.18 and $77,530.13, respectively, in the race for John Wilder’s seat in Senate
District 26. During his career, Camp was executive assistant and chief of staff to Wilder.
Gresham previously served in the Tennessee House of Representatives through the 105"
General Assembly. A report was recently distributed that Gresham’s husband received
$35,890 in state taxpayer-funded farm grants
(http://www.commercialappeal.com/news/2008/oct/10/reps-spouse-wins-grants/).

In the Senate District 22 race between Kurita and Democratic nominee Tim Barnes,
Barnes reported $37,801.93 cash on hand. Kurita had $75,579.32 available. Kurita’s
numbers, however, do not reflect the October 1* fundraiser sponsored by the Republican
committee chairs of the Tennessee State Senate.

Tennessee’s early voting period began October 15th. Registered voters can cast their
ballots for the November 4™ general election through October 30™.
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